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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT (bid)
EIA DM/0218/07
PROPOSED SCOPING AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMEN T IN
TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, ACT
107 OF 1998

INTRODUCTION

INDIflora Environmental Consulting has been appointed as the independent
Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) by Meadowood Trading 8 (Pty) Ltd to
undertake a Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) as required by the
National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107 of 1998 as amended and the
Regulations and listed activities published in terms of Government Notices R385, R386,
R387 dated 21 April 2006 and effective 3 July 2006.

The proposed development includes activities, as identified in terms of Regulations
R386 and R387, that may have detrimental impacts on the environment, and therefore
an application is required to be made to the Department of Agriculture and
Environmental Affairs for authorization.

In terms of National Policy and National legislation, developments are required to be
environmentally, socially, and economically sustainable, and the process is designed to
ensure as far as possible that this is the result of any proposal which desires
authorization.

This document, the Background Information Document (BID), provides a brief
background to the project to inform Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP’s) of what the
development proposal is about, highlight issues already identified, and to explain
aspects of the EIA process, thereby providing them with an opportunity to raise any
issues, concerns or objections they might have with respect to the development proposal
or provide positive comment regarding perceived benefits. Additional information will be
provided during the process through Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment
documents.
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I & AP’s should note that whilst dates for registration and commenting periods are given
to ensure project timeframe management, there are several opportunities throughout the
process to make comment, and all comments are put forward to the competent authority
for consideration. Any constructive engagement is welcomed and appreciated.

LOCALITY

The applicant site is located at the end of district road D819 in the Brackenhill Industrial
Park in Waterfall in the Outer West district of the Durban Metropolitan area. The site is
located in Ward 9 where Councillor Terence Collins is the councilor. A 1:50 000 Locality
Plan is attached showing the location of the site.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AND EXTENT How is the property legally described and
how big is the application site?

The development is proposed on two rectangular sites lying adjacent to one
another (See GIS map below). Ptn 146 of the Farm Upper End Langefontein No. 980 is
the southern portion or site and is 44 053 m? in extent. Ptn 534 (of 146) of the Farm
Upper End Langefontein is the northern portion and is 40 903 m? in extent. The two sites
are zoned General Industrial 1.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE The receiving environment
Existing Land Use

The two sites are located within an industrial area and are surrounded by various

industries, businesses and open land.
Ptn 146 of the Farm Upper End Langefontein No. 980 is largely pastoral land,
which is bordered by a dog kenneling business on the southeastern boundary.
Ptn 534 (of 146) of the Farm Upper End Langefontein No. 980 has a timber mill,
a nursery and a fair number of buildings used as dwelling places, storehouses,
and for office purposes. Properties bordering Ptn 534 (of 146) on the
northwestern boundary include a septic tank services business, an industrial park
development, an open, unused plot and various factories, warehouses and
offices.
The Cotswold Downs Golf Estate is located on the southwest boundary of both
portions. A steep embankment bordering a stream is located on the northeastern
boundary of both portions.
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Fig. 1: GIS photo of site locations: Ptn 146 and Ptn 534 (of 146) of the
Farm Upper End Langefontein No. 980.

Geology and Soils

The soil on the site is Natal sandstone soil and is sandy clay soil not rich in organic
matter. It is mid brown in colour and generally not much deeper than 1m. The soil lies on
a mass of broken Natal sandstone. The sandstone overlies igneous granite gneiss.

Topography

Both sites slope gently downwards from the southwestern portion to the northeast side
of the property, where it becomes moderately steep before reaching the stream on the
boundary. There is also a slight gradient from west-northwest to southeast, across the
width of the property.

Vegetation

At present Ptn 146 of the Farm Upper End Langefontein No. 980 is planted with
Pennisetum clandestinum (Kikuyu) grass and is relatively free of alien invaders.
There are some indigenous trees on the site, with most of them close to the
stream on the northeast boundary. There is a line of six protected, indigenous
Outenigua yellowwood trees (Podocarpus falcatus) across the middle of the site.
The embankment bordering the stream has been overrun with alien invader
species. The flatter section of the property is primarily used for grazing land.

Most of the Ptn 534 (of 146) of the Farm Upper End Langefontein No. 980 has
been transformed by human activity. There are still some indigenous trees
around the urban development, namely Ficus sp., Syzygium cordatum, Erythrina
lysistemon, Strelitia nicolai and Trema orientalis and there are numerous trees
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close to the stream. The embankment bordering the stream has become overrun
with alien invader species.

Road access

Road access to the site is via Fischer Road, which becomes Ngwele Road, off Inanda
Road between Hillcrest and Waterfall. The alternative route is via Brackenhill Road
(located next to the Waterfall shops) through the Brackenhill industrial area. While these
access routes are tarred, they are narrow and winding in some places. The access road
to the site, off Ngwele Road, is D819 and is a dust road and a dead end.

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT What is going to be built?

Meadowood Trading 8 (Pty) Ltd proposes to establish Fairways Office & Industrial Park
which will consist of a mini factory development with approximately 61 industrial units
(proposed 15 000 m?) and 46 offices (proposed 2550 m?) with associated service
infrastructure (including a Mini Works) on Ptn 146 of the Farm Upper End Langefontein
No. 980. The evapotranspiration area for the park will be located on Ptn 534 (of 146) of
the Farm Upper End Langefontein No. 980

ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION Why is authorization needed?

In terms of Government Notices R385, R386 and R387, regulations promulgated under
the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107 of 1998 and effective
since 3 July 2006, the proposed development requires approval from the Department of
Agriculture and Environmental Affairs for the undertaking of the following activities:

Indicate the number Activity No (s) | Describe each listed activity as in the relevant

and date of the (in terms of Government Notice:
relevant Government | the relevant
Notice: Government
Notice):
Notice R386 (21 April | 1 (k) The construction of facilities or infrastructure,
2006) including associated structures or

infrastructure, for the bulk transportation of
sewage and water, including storm water, in
pipelines with an internal diameter of 0,36
metres or more; or a peak throughput of 120
litres per second or more.

Notice R386 (21 April | 1 (s) The construction of facilities or infrastructure,
2006) including associated structures or
infrastructure, for the treatment of effluent,
wastewater or sewage with an annual
throughput capacity of more than 2 000 cubic
metres but less than 15 000 cubic metres.

Notice R386 (21 April | 15 The construction of a road that is wider than 4
2006) metres or that has a reserve wider than 6
metres, excluding roads that fall within the
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ambit of another listed activity or which are
access roads of less than 30 metres long.

Notice R386 (21 April | 17 Phased activities where any one phase of the
2006) activity may be below a threshold specified in
this Schedule but where a combination of the
phases, including expansions or extensions,
will exceed a specified threshold.

Notice R387 (21 April | 1 (p) The construction of facilities or infrastructure,
2006) including associated structures or
infrastructure, for the treatment of effluent,
wastewater or sewage with an annual
throughput capacity of 15 000 cubic metres or
more.

ANTICIPATED BENEFITS OF THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL AL READY
IDENTIFIED What good will the development achieve?

Meeting the high demand for mini factories of the expanding Waterfall industrial
precinct.

Temporary job creation during construction and skills transfer to local artisans.
Long-term economic benefit to the local community via permanent job creation in
the proposed park.

Improved access to and upgrading of existing services.

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL
ALREADY IDENTIFIED Is anything negative likely to happen to the environment?

Increased storm water runoff from additional roofs and hardened areas and
associated increased erosion potential.

Potential increased risk for general environmental damage during the
construction phase (including risks associated with temporary fuel storage, heavy
machinery movement, increased human traffic, trench digging for infrastructure
etc.)

Potential for groundwater pollution.

Potential visual impact on adjacent land.

Potential change to sense of place at Brackenhill.

Potential increased security risk to surrounding properties during construction
phase.

ALTERNATIVES

The EIA process is required to consider alternatives to any proposal, which must include
the ‘no-go’ option (i.e. the status quo remains as is), and may consider alternative
layouts, land uses and/or servicing options. The development described throughout this
document is known as the ‘preferred’ option.
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HOW CAN THE PUBLIC BECOME INVLOLVED IN THE PROCESS?

Stakeholders and members of the public may register as Interested & Affected Parties (I
& AP’s) by submitting their details to INDIflora Environmental Services at the address
given at the end of this document. This gives them the opportunity to be provided with
information pertaining to the project and advice of where documentation may be
inspected, as well as the option to make comment provided the procedure outlined for |
& AP’s in Section 58 of the Regulations is followed. (extracts below)

“interested and affected party” means an intereatetlaffected party contemplated in section
24(4) (d) of the Act, and which in terms of thattsen includes —

(a) any person, group of persons or organisation istedein or affected by an activity; and

(b) any organ of state that may have jurisdiction @arey aspect of the activity;

“public participation process” means a processliictv potential interested and affected
parties are given an opportunity to comment onrase issues relevant to, specific matters;

“registered interested and affected party”, imtieh to an application , means an interested
and affected party whose name is recorded in thistsx opened for that application in terms of
regulation 57 ;

58. (1) A registered interested and affected pargntitled to comment , in writing , on all
written submissions made to the competent authbgitthe applicant or the EAP managing an
application , and to bring to the attention of toenpetent authority any issues which that party
believes may be of significance to the considenatibthe application , provided that —

(a) comments are submitted within —
0] the timeframes that have been approved or setébgdmpetent authority ; or
(i) any extension of the timeframe agreed to by théiegyg or EAP ;

(b) a copy of comments submitted directly to the compieauthority is served on the
applicant or EAP ; and

(c) the interested and affected party discloses amgcdirusiness , financial , personal or
other interest which that party may have in therapal or refusal of the application.

OUTLINE OF THE PROCESS TO BE FOLLOWED

Registration of project with the Department of Agriculture and Environmental
Affairs (DAEA)

Public Participation, including notification of adjacent landowners, stakeholders
and Interested & Affected Parties (I & AP’s), placing of Notices on site,
advertisement in the newspaper and distribution of Background Information
Document. We are currently busy with this stage of the proces S.

Scoping process including identification of issues and anticipated impacts
Circulation of Draft Scoping Report (DSR) to registered | & AP’s for comment
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Collation of comment into report and submission of Final Scoping Report and
Plan of Study for Environmental Impact Assessment to DAEA

Preparation of Specialist Reports

Collation of specialist reports and preparation of Draft Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) Report

Circulation of Draft EIA Report to registered | & AP’s for comment
Preparation of Final EIA and Impact Statement and submission to DAEA.
DAEA consideration and approval period.

Issuing of Record of Decision (ROD) by DAEA

Notification to registered | & AP’s of ROD

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE

In order to ensure that you are identified and registered as an interested and/or affected
party, please submit your name, contact information and interest in the matter to:

Lynne Matthews

INDIflora Environmental Services
P.O. Box 30657 MAYVILLE 4058
Tel: 031 266 1106 Fax: 031 266 9017
Cell: 083 565 7879

Email: lynne@indiflora.co.za

If you have any queries or would like any additional information please contact:
Johan Bodenstein 082 577 0898

Lynne Matthews 083 565 7879
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